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The Plan offers a bold vision of what America can be. It shows the way for both parties to move beyond
the old political arguments and make progress for the American people. And it offers an innovative
agenda for America – with ideas that address the nation's most pressing challenges by doing more for
Americans and asking Americans to do more for their country in return. Each of these ideas offers a
clean break with the status quo, yet all are positive, practical, and can be put into action right away. Built
on the authors' firm beliefs that politicians owe the people real answers, that citizenship is a
responsibility, not an entitlement program, and that the Democratic Party succeeds when America
succeeds, the highly anticipated Plan delivers, challenges, and inspires.
A Smithsonian Magazine Best History Book of 2018 The unknown history of two ideas crucial to the
struggle over what America stands for In Behold, America, Sarah Churchwell offers a surprising account
of twentieth-century Americans' fierce battle for the nation's soul. It follows the stories of two
phrases--the "American dream" and "America First"--that once embodied opposing visions for America.
Starting as a Republican motto before becoming a hugely influential isolationist slogan during World
War I, America First was always closely linked with authoritarianism and white supremacy. The American
dream, meanwhile, initially represented a broad vision of democratic and economic equality. Churchwell
traces these notions through the 1920s boom, the Depression, and the rise of fascism at home and
abroad, laying bare the persistent appeal of demagoguery in America and showing us how it was resisted.
At a time when many ask what America's future holds, Behold, America is a revelatory, unvarnished
portrait of where we have been.
In its first seven years, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) tripled trade and quintupled
foreign investment among the U.S., Mexico, and Canada, increasing its share of the world economy. In
2001, however, North America peaked. Since then, trade has slowed among the three, manufacturing has
shrunk, and illegal migration and drug-related violence have soared. At the same time, Europe caught up,
and China leaped ahead. In The North American Idea, eminent scholar and policymaker Robert A. Pastor
explains that NAFTA's mandate was too limited to address the new North American agenda. Instead of
offering bold initiatives like a customs union to expand trade, leaders of the three nations thought small.
Interest groups stalemated the small ideas while inhibiting the bolder proposals, and the governments
accomplished almost nothing. To overcome this resistance and reinvigorate the continent, the leaders
need to start with an idea based on a principle of interdependence. Pastor shows how this idea--once
woven into the national consciousness of the three countries--could mobilize public support for
continental solutions to problems like infrastructure and immigration that have confounded each nation
working on its own. Providing essential historical context and challenging readers to view the continent
in a new way, The North American Idea combines an expansive vision with a detailed blueprint for a more
integrated, dynamic, and equitable North America.
Introduction: The Peculiar Tale of American Exceptionalism -- The Puritans and American Chosenness -Looking Back, Looking Forward: Remembering the Revolution -- Cultural Nationalism and the Origins of
American Exceptionalism -- Lyman Beecher, Personal Identity, and the Christian Republic -- Women and
Exceptionalism: The Self-Made Woman and the Power of Catharine Beecher -- Race, Anglo-Saxonism, and
Manifest Destiny -- In the Hands of an Angry God: The Antislavery Jeremiad and the Origins of the
Christian Nation -- Fin de Siècle Challenges: The Frontier, Labor, and American Imperialism -- Two Isms:
Americanism and Socialism -- The Dream and the Century: The Liberal Exceptionalism of the New Deal
State, 1930s-1960s -- The Newly Chosen Nation: Exceptionalism from Reagan to Trump.
The Dying Citizen
The Second American Civil War: Book One the Red and the Blue
How Corporate America Invented Christian America
Stamped from the Beginning
Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown
An Interpretation of the Issues in the Lincoln-Douglas Debates : with a New Preface
American Exceptionalism
Named one of the best books of 2018 by NPR, Real Simple, Lit Hub, The Boston Globe, San Francisco
Chronicle, The New York Post, Kirkus Reviews, and The New York Public Library "A saga rich with origin
myths, national and personal . . . Castillo is part of a younger generation of American writers instilling
literature with a layered sense of identity." --Vogue How many lives fit in a lifetime? When Hero De Vera
arrives in America--haunted by the political upheaval in the Philippines and disowned by her
parents--she's already on her third. Her uncle gives her a fresh start in the Bay Area, and he doesn't ask
about her past. His younger wife knows enough about the might and secrecy of the De Vera family to
keep her head down. But their daughter--the first American-born daughter in the family--can't resist
asking Hero about her damaged hands. An increasingly relevant story told with startling lucidity, humor,
and an uncanny ear for the intimacies and shorthand of family ritual, America Is Not the Heart is a
sprawling, soulful debut about three generations of women in one family struggling to balance the
promise of the American dream and the unshakeable grip of history. With exuberance, grit, and sly
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tenderness, here is a family saga; an origin story; a romance; a narrative of two nations and the people
who leave one home to grasp at another.
Think It Can't Happen Here? Think Again: Operation Vigilant Eagle HR 347 Million Vet March IRS Targeting
Bundy Ranch Ferguson Patriot Act Partisanship is on the rise, the economy is in a downward spiral, and
there is a steady erosion of civil liberties. These factors all contribute to a plotline that is as unthinkable as
it is inevitable. A Second American Civil War. From the backroom deals in Washington D.C. to the front
lines of the battlefield. Daugherty offers an unflinching view of how a modern war on American soil would
play out. A nightmare scenario which will come true.
New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, award-winning
historian and New Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided
nation, an urgently needed reckoning with the beauty and tragedy of American history. Written in elegiac
prose, Lepore’s groundbreaking investigation places truth itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and
evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The American experiment rests on three ideas—"these
truths," Jefferson called them—political equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. And it
rests, too, on a fearless dedication to inquiry, Lepore argues, because self-government depends on it. But
has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely American
story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events over more than five centuries has proven
the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question, Lepore traces the intertwined histories of
American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the colonial town meeting to the nineteenthcentury party machine, from talk radio to twenty-first-century Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the
Patriot Act, from the printing press to Facebook News. Along the way, Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled
with arresting sketches of both well-known and lesser-known Americans, from a parade of presidents and
a rogues’ gallery of political mischief makers to the intrepid leaders of protest movements, including
Frederick Douglass, the famed abolitionist orator; William Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential
candidate and ultimately tragic populist; Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist; and Phyllis
Schlafly, the uncredited architect of modern conservatism. Americans are descended from slaves and
slave owners, from conquerors and the conquered, from immigrants and from people who have fought to
end immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will fight forever over the meaning of its history," Lepore
writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past is part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an
inheritance, a gift and a burden," These Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to
get to know it."
Long before the United States was a nation, it was a set of ideas, projected onto the New World by
European explorers with centuries of belief and thought in tow. From this foundation of expectation and
experience, America and American thought grew in turn, enriched by the bounties of the Enlightenment,
the philosophies of liberty and individuality, the tenets of religion, and the doctrines of republicanism and
democracy. Crucial to this development were the thinkers who nurtured it, from Thomas Jefferson to
Ralph Waldo Emerson, W.E.B. DuBois to Jane Addams, and Betty Friedan to Richard Rorty. The Ideas That
Made America: A Brief History traces how Americans have addressed the issues and events of their time
and place, whether the Civil War, the Great Depression, or the culture wars of today. Spanning a variety of
disciplines, from religion, philosophy, and political thought, to cultural criticism, social theory, and the
arts, Jennifer Ratner-Rosenhagen shows how ideas have been major forces in American history, driving
movements such as transcendentalism, Social Darwinism, conservatism, and postmodernism. In engaging
and accessible prose, this introduction to American thought considers how notions about freedom and
belonging, the market and morality -- and even truth -- have commanded generations of Americans and
been the cause of fierce debate.
After the Fall
A Vision of a Continental Future
The History of an American Idea
The Idea of America
America Is Not the Heart
Being American in the World We've Made
The Idea of America's Millennial Role
From the intellectual leader of the Republican party, an unvarnished look into the state of the conservative movement today and a clear plan for
what needs to be done to save the American Idea. The Way Forward challenges conventional thinking, outlines his political vision for 2014 and
beyond, and shows how essential conservatism is for the future of our nation. Beginning with a careful analysis of the 2012 election--including a
look at the challenge the GOP had in reaching a majority of voters and the prevalence of identity politics--Ryan examines the state of the
Republican party and dissects its challenges going forward. The Way Forward also offers a detailed critique of not only President Obama but of
the progressive movement as a whole--its genesis, its underlying beliefs and philosophies, and how its policies are steering the country to certain
ruin. Culminating in a plan for the future, The Way Forward argues that the Republican Party is and must remain a conservative party,
emphasizing conservatism in a way that demonstrates how it can modernize and appeal to both our deepest concerns and highest ideals.
DIV Americans cherish their national myths, some of which predate the country’s founding. But the time for illusions, nostalgia, and grand
ambition abroad has gone by, Patrick Smith observes in this original book. Americans are now faced with a choice between a mythical idea of
themselves, their nation, and their global “mission,” on the one hand, and on the other an idea of America that is rooted in historical
consciousness. To cling to old myths will ensure America’s decline, Smith warns. He demonstrates with deep historical insight why a
fundamentally new perspective and self-image are essential if the United States is to find its place in the twenty-first century. In four illuminating
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essays, Smith discusses America’s unusual (and dysfunctional) relation with history; the Spanish-American War and the roots of American
imperial ambition; the Cold War years and the effects of fear and power on the American psyche; and the uneasy years from 9/11 to the present.
Providing a new perspective on our nation’s current dilemmas, Smith also offers hope for change through an embrace of authentic history. /div
From former Republican Congressman and CIA Officer Will Hurd, a bold political playbook for America rooted in the timeless ideals of
bipartisanship, inclusivity, and democratic values. It’s getting harder to get big things done in America. The gears of our democracy have been
mucked up by political nonsense. To meet the era-defining challenges of the 21st century, our country needs a reboot. In American Reboot, Hurd,
called “the future of the GOP” by Politico, provides a clear-eyed path forward for America grounded by what Hurd calls pragmatic idealism—a
concept forged from enduring American values to achieve what is actually achievable. Hurd takes on five seismic problems facing a country in
crisis: the Republican Party’s failure to present a principled vision for the future; the lack of honest leadership in Washington, DC; income
inequality that threatens the livelihood of millions of Americans; US economic and military dominance that is no longer guaranteed; and how
technological change in the next thirty years will make the advancements of the last thirty years look trivial. Hurd has seen these challenges up
close. A child of interracial parents in South Texas, Hurd survived the back alleys of dangerous places as an CIA officer. He carried that
experience into three terms in Congress, where he was, for a time, the House’s only Black Republican, representing a 71 percent Latino swing
district in Texas that runs along 820 miles of US-Mexico border. As a cyber security executive and innovation crusader, Hurd has worked with
entrepreneurs on the cutting edge of technology to anticipate the shockwaves of the future. Hurd draws on his remarkable experience to present an
inspiring guide for America. He outlines how the Republican party can look like America by appealing to the middle, not the edges. He maps out
how leaders should inspire rather than fearmonger. He forges a domestic policy based on the idea that prosperity should be a product of
empowering people, not the government. He articulates a foreign policy where our enemies fear us and our friends love us. And lastly, he charts a
forceful path forward for America’s technological future. We all know we can do better. It’s time to hit “ctrl alt del” and start the American
Reboot.
Finalist, 2016 Ralph Waldo Emerson Award One of Bustle's Books For Your Civil Disobedience Reading List Dissent: The History of an American
Idea examines the key role dissent has played in shaping the United States. It focuses on those who, from colonial days to the present, dissented
against the ruling paradigm of their time: from the Puritan Anne Hutchinson and Native American chief Powhatan in the seventeenth century, to
the Occupy and Tea Party movements in the twenty-first century. The emphasis is on the way Americans, celebrated figures and anonymous
ordinary citizens, responded to what they saw as the injustices that prevented them from fully experiencing their vision of America. At its founding
the United States committed itself to lofty ideals. When the promise of those ideals was not fully realized by all Americans, many protested and
demanded that the United States live up to its promise. Women fought for equal rights; abolitionists sought to destroy slavery; workers organized
unions; Indians resisted white encroachment on their land; radicals angrily demanded an end to the dominance of the moneyed interests; civil
rights protestors marched to end segregation; antiwar activists took to the streets to protest the nation’s wars; and reactionaries, conservatives,
and traditionalists in each decade struggled to turn back the clock to a simpler, more secure time. Some dissenters are celebrated heroes of
American history, while others are ordinary people: frequently overlooked, but whose stories show that change is often accomplished through
grassroots activism. The United States is a nation founded on the promise and power of dissent. In this stunningly comprehensive volume, Ralph
Young shows us its history. Teaching Resources from Temple University: Sample Course Syllabus Teaching Resources from C-Span Classroom
Teaching Resources from Temple University
The Idea of Fraternity in America
The Way Forward
American Nations
Fantasyland
American Reboot
A Novel
Dissent

How does American exceptionalism shape American foreign policy? Conventional wisdom states that American exceptionalism
comes in two variations – the exemplary version and the missionary version. Being exceptional, experts in U.S. foreign policy argue,
means that you either withdraw from the world like an isolated but inspiring "city upon a hill," or that you are called upon to actively
lead the rest of the world to a better future. In her book, Hilde Eliassen Restad challenges this assumption, arguing that U.S. history
has displayed a remarkably constant foreign policy tradition, which she labels unilateral internationalism. The United States, Restad
argues, has not vacillated between an "exemplary" and a "missionary" identity. Instead, the United States developed an exceptionalist
identity that, while idealizing the United States as an exemplary "city upon a hill," more often than not errs on the side of the missionary
crusade in its foreign policy. Utilizing the latest historiography in the study of U.S. foreign relations, the book updates political science
scholarship and sheds new light on the role American exceptionalism has played – and continues to play – in shaping America’s role in
the world. This work will be of great interest to students and scholars of US foreign policy, security studies, and American politics.
“I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite so fluent, so perfectly composed and balanced . . .”
—The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich perspective on one of the most accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his
own time or any other.” —The Washington Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early days of the
Republic—and winner of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work that rescues Benjamin Franklin from a
mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the man he really was and makes sense of aspects of his life and career that
would have otherwise remained mysterious. In place of the genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American, Gordon S.
Wood reveals a figure much more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting. Charting the passage of Franklin’s life and
reputation from relative popular indifference (his death, while the occasion for mass mourning in France, was widely ignored in
America) to posthumous glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our country’s
idea of itself.
The National Book Award winning history of how racist ideas were created, spread, and deeply rooted in American society. Some
Americans insist that we're living in a post-racial society. But racist thought is not just alive and well in America -- it is more
sophisticated and more insidious than ever. And as award-winning historian Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas have a long and
lingering history, one in which nearly every great American thinker is complicit. In this deeply researched and fast-moving narrative,
Kendi chronicles the entire story of anti-black racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history. He uses the
life stories of five major American intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan minister Cotton Mather, Thomas Jefferson, abolitionist
William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis. As Kendi shows, racist ideas did not arise from
ignorance or hatred. They were created to justify and rationalize deeply entrenched discriminatory policies and the nation's racial
inequities. In shedding light on this history, Stamped from the Beginning offers us the tools we need to expose racist thinking. In the
process, he gives us reason to hope.
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A biography of Woody Guthrie, a singer who wrote over 3,000 folk songs and ballads as he traveled around the United States,
including "This Land is Your Land" and "So Long It's Been Good to Know Yuh."
Our Coming-of-Age Crisis--and How to Rebuild a Culture of Self-Reliance
Brookings Big Ideas for America
An Idealist's Guide to Getting Big Things Done
The Vanishing American Adult
Redeemer Nation
Behold, America
The Dance of Ideology and Unequal Riches
An analysis of how the increasing polarization of American politics has been accompanied and accelerated by greater income
inequality, rising immigration, and other social and economic changes.
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice "[George Packer's] account of America’s decline into destructive tribalism is
always illuminating and often dazzling." —William Galston, The Washington Post Acclaimed National Book Award-winning author
George Packer diagnoses America’s descent into a failed state, and envisions a path toward overcoming our injustices, paralyses,
and divides In the year 2020, Americans suffered one rude blow after another to their health, livelihoods, and collective self-esteem.
A ruthless pandemic, an inept and malign government response, polarizing protests, and an election marred by conspiracy
theories left many citizens in despair about their country and its democratic experiment. With pitiless precision, the year exposed
the nation’s underlying conditions—discredited elites, weakened institutions, blatant inequalities—and how difficult they are to
remedy. In Last Best Hope, George Packer traces the shocks back to their sources. He explores the four narratives that now
dominate American life: Free America, which imagines a nation of separate individuals and serves the interests of corporations and
the wealthy; Smart America, the world view of Silicon Valley and the professional elite; Real America, the white Christian
nationalism of the heartland; and Just America, which sees citizens as members of identity groups that inflict or suffer oppression.
In lively and biting prose, Packer shows that none of these narratives can sustain a democracy. To point a more hopeful way
forward, he looks for a common American identity and finds it in the passion for equality—the “hidden code”—that Americans of
diverse persuasions have held for centuries. Today, we are challenged again to fight for equality and renew what Alexis de
Tocqueville called “the art” of self-government. In its strong voice and trenchant analysis, Last Best Hope is an essential
contribution to the literature of national renewal.
Presents the original report on poverty in America that led President Kennedy to initiate the federal poverty program
This definitive portrait of American diplomacy reveals how the concept of the West drove twentieth-century foreign policy, how it
fell from favor, and why it is worth saving. Throughout the twentieth century, many Americans saw themselves as part of Western
civilization, and Western ideals of liberty and self-government guided American diplomacy. But today, other ideas fill this role: on
one side, a technocratic "liberal international order," and on the other, the illiberal nationalism of "America First." In The
Abandonment of the West, historian Michael Kimmage shows how the West became the dominant idea in US foreign policy in the
first half of the twentieth century -- and how that consensus has unraveled. We must revive the West, he argues, to counter
authoritarian challenges from Russia and China. This is an urgent portrait of modern America's complicated origins, its emergence
as a superpower, and the crossroads at which it now stands.
Exceptional America
Keeping Faith With Our Values in a Dangerous World
Polarized America
How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation
This America: The Case for the Nation
Common Sense
The American Experiment and the Idea of Democracy in British Culture, 1776–1914
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER In an era of safe spaces, trigger warnings, and an unprecedented election, the country's
youth are in crisis. Senator Ben Sasse warns the nation about the existential threat to America's future. Raised by well-meaning but
overprotective parents and coddled by well-meaning but misbegotten government programs, America's youth are ill-equipped to survive in
our highly-competitive global economy. Many of the coming-of-age rituals that have defined the American experience since the Founding:
learning the value of working with your hands, leaving home to start a family, becoming economically self-reliant—are being delayed or
skipped altogether. The statistics are daunting: 30% of college students drop out after the first year, and only 4 in 10 graduate. One in three
18-to-34 year-olds live with their parents. From these disparate phenomena: Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse who as president of a Midwestern
college observed the trials of this generation up close, sees an existential threat to the American way of life. In The Vanishing American Adult,
Sasse diagnoses the causes of a generation that can't grow up and offers a path for raising children to become active and engaged citizens.
He identifies core formative experiences that all young people should pursue: hard work to appreciate the benefits of labor, travel to
understand deprivation and want, the power of reading, the importance of nurturing your body—and explains how parents can encourage
them. Our democracy depends on responsible, contributing adults to function properly—without them America falls prey to populist
demagogues. A call to arms, The Vanishing American Adult will ignite a much-needed debate about the link between the way we're raising
our children and the future of our country.
Ernest Tuveson here shows that the idea of the redemptive mission which has motivated so much of the United States foreign policy is as old
as the Republic itself. He traces the development of this element of the American heritage from its beginning as a literal interpretation of
biblical prophecies. Pointing to the application of the millenarian ideal to successive stages of American history, notably apocalyptic events
like the Civil War, Tuveson illustrates its pervasive cultural influences with examples from the writings of Jonathan Edwards, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Timothy Dwight, and Julia Ward Howe, among others.
A compelling portrait of a unique moment in American history when the ideas of Charles Darwin reshaped American notions about nature,
religion, science and race “A lively and informative history.” – The New York Times Book Review Throughout its history America has been
torn in two by debates over ideals and beliefs. Randall Fuller takes us back to one of those turning points, in 1860, with the story of the
influence of Charles Darwin’s just-published On the Origin of Species on five American intellectuals, including Bronson Alcott, Henry David
Thoreau, the child welfare reformer Charles Loring Brace, and the abolitionist Franklin Sanborn. Each of these figures seized on the book’s
assertion of a common ancestry for all creatures as a powerful argument against slavery, one that helped provide scientific credibility to the
cause of abolition. Darwin’s depiction of constant struggle and endless competition described America on the brink of civil war. But some had
difficulty aligning the new theory to their religious convictions and their faith in a higher power. Thoreau, perhaps the most profoundly affected
all, absorbed Darwin’s views into his mysterious final work on species migration and the interconnectedness of all living things. Creating a
rich tableau of nineteenth-century American intellectual culture, as well as providing a fascinating biography of perhaps the single most
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important idea of that time, The Book That Changed America is also an account of issues and concerns still with us today, including racism
and the enduring conflict between science and religion.
The America of the near future will look nothing like the America of the recent past. America is in the throes of a demographic overhaul. Huge
generation gaps have opened up in our political and social values, our economic well-being, our family structure, our racial and ethnic
identity, our gender norms, our religious affiliation, and our technology use. Today's Millennials -- well-educated, tech savvy, underemployed
twenty-somethings -- are at risk of becoming the first generation in American history to have a lower standard of living than their parents.
Meantime, more than 10,000 Baby Boomers are retiring every single day, most of them not as well prepared financially as they'd hoped. This
graying of our population has helped polarize our politics, put stresses on our social safety net, and presented our elected leaders with a
daunting challenge: How to keep faith with the old without bankrupting the young and starving the future. Every aspect of our demography is
being fundamentally transformed. By mid-century, the population of the United States will be majority non-white and our median age will edge
above 40 -- both unprecedented milestones. But other rapidly-aging economic powers like China, Germany, and Japan will have populations
that are much older. With our heavy immigration flows, the US is poised to remain relatively young. If we can get our spending priorities and
generational equities in order, we can keep our economy second to none. But doing so means we have to rebalance the social compact that
binds young and old. In tomorrow's world, yesterday's math will not add up. Drawing on Pew Research Center's extensive archive of public
opinion surveys and demographic data, The Next America is a rich portrait of where we are as a nation and where we're headed -- toward a
future marked by the most striking social, racial, and economic shifts the country has seen in a century.
These Truths: A History of the United States
The Idea That Is America
How Progressive Elites, Tribalism, and Globalization Are Destroying the Idea of America
The Other America
What Divides Americans from the World and from Each Other
A Memoir
An Idea that Made a Nation and Remade the World
Crisis of the House Divided is the standard historiography of the Lincoln-Douglas debates. Harry Jaffa
provides the definitive analysis of the political principles that guided Lincoln from his re-entry into
politics in 1854 through his Senate campaign against Douglas in 1858. "Crisis of the House Divided has
shaped the thought of a generation of Abraham Lincoln and Civil War scholars."—Mark E. Needly, Jr.,
Civil War History "An important book about one of the great episodes in the history of the sectional
controversy. It breaks new ground and opens a new view of Lincoln's significance as a political
thinker."—T. Harry Williams, Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences "A
searching and provocative analysis of the issues confronted and the ideas expounded in the great
debates. . . . A book which displays such learning and insight that it cannot fail to excite the
admiration even of scholars who disagree with its major arguments and conclusions."—D. E. Fehrenbacher,
American Historical Review
What values does America truly stand for? In The Idea That Is America, a preeminent foreign policy
scholar elegantly reminds us of the essential principles on which our nation was established: liberty,
democracy, equality, tolerance, faith, justice, and humility. Our ongoing struggle to live up to
America’s great promise matters not only to us, but also to the billions of people everywhere who look
to the United States to lead, protect, and inspire the world. In The Idea That Is America, Anne-Marie
Slaughter shows us the way forward.
Why did Donald Trump follow Barack Obama into the White House? Why is America so polarized? And how does
American exceptionalism explain these social changes? In this provocative book, Mugambi Jouet describes
why Americans are far more divided than other Westerners over basic issues, including wealth inequality,
health care, climate change, evolution, gender roles, abortion, gay rights, sex, gun control, mass
incarceration, the death penalty, torture, human rights, and war. Raised in Paris by a French mother and
Kenyan father, Jouet then lived in the Bible Belt, Manhattan, and beyond. Drawing inspiration from
Alexis de Tocqueville, he wields his multicultural sensibility to parse how the intense polarization of
U.S. conservatives and liberals has become a key dimension of American exceptionalism—an idea widely
misunderstood as American superiority. While exceptionalism once was a source of strength, it may now
spell decline, as unique features of U.S. history, politics, law, culture, religion, and race relations
foster grave conflicts. They also shed light on the intriguing ideological evolution of American
conservatism, which long predated Trumpism. Anti-intellectualism, conspiracy-mongering, a visceral
suspicion of government, and Christian fundamentalism are far more common in America than the rest of
the Western world—Europe, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Exceptional America dissects the American
soul, in all of its peculiar, clashing, and striking manifestations.
From the acclaimed historian and New Yorker writer comes this urgent manifesto on the dilemma of
nationalism and the erosion of liberalism in the twenty-first century. At a time of much despair over
the future of liberal democracy, Jill Lepore makes a stirring case for the nation in This America, a
follow-up to her much-celebrated history of the United States, These Truths. With dangerous forms of
nationalism on the rise, Lepore, a Harvard historian and New Yorker staff writer, repudiates nationalism
here by explaining its long history—and the history of the idea of the nation itself—while calling for a
“new Americanism”: a generous patriotism that requires an honest reckoning with America’s past. Lepore
begins her argument with a primer on the origins of nations, explaining how liberalism, the nationstate, and liberal nationalism, developed together. Illiberal nationalism, however, emerged in the
United States after the Civil War—resulting in the failure of Reconstruction, the rise of Jim Crow, and
the restriction of immigration. Much of American history, Lepore argues, has been a battle between these
two forms of nationalism, liberal and illiberal, all the way down to the nation’s latest, bitter
struggles over immigration. Defending liberalism, as This America demonstrates, requires making the case
for the nation. But American historians largely abandoned that defense in the 1960s when they stopped
writing national history. By the 1980s they’d stopped studying the nation-state altogether and embraced
globalism instead. “When serious historians abandon the study of the nation,” Lepore tellingly writes,
“nationalism doesn’t die. Instead, it eats liberalism.” But liberalism is still in there, Lepore
affirms, and This America is an attempt to pull it out. “In a world made up of nations, there is no more
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powerful way to fight the forces of prejudice, intolerance, and injustice than by a dedication to
equality, citizenship, and equal rights, as guaranteed by a nation of laws.” A manifesto for a better
nation, and a call for a “new Americanism,” This America reclaims the nation’s future by reclaiming its
past.
The Idea of Latin America
The History of an Idea in American Foreign Policy
America in Crisis and Renewal
Crisis of the House Divided
The Entangled History of "America First" and "the American Dream"
Time No Longer
Reflections on the Birth of the United States

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR To be born American in the late twentieth century was to
take the fact of a particular kind of American exceptionalism as granted – a state of nature
arrived at after all else had failed. In the span of just thirty years, this assumption would
come crashing down. After the fall, we must determine what it means to be American again. In
2017, as Ben Rhodes was helping Barack Obama begin his next chapter, the legacy they worked to
build for eight years was being taken apart. To understand what was happening in America, Rhodes
decided to look outwards. Over the next three years, he travelled to dozens of countries,
meeting with politicians, activists, and dissidents confronting the same nationalism and
authoritarianism that was tearing America apart. Along the way, a Russian opposition leader he
spends time with is poisoned, the Hong Kong protesters he comes to know see their movement
snuffed out, and America itself reaches the precipice of losing democracy before giving itself a
second chance. After the Fall is a hugely ambitious and essential work of discovery. Throughout,
Rhodes comes to realize how much America's fingerprints are on a world it helped to shape:
through the excesses of the post-Cold War embrace of unbridled capitalism, post-9/11 nationalism
and militarism, mania for technology and social media, and the racism that shaped the backlash
to the Obama presidency. At the same time, he learns from a diverse set of characters – from
Obama to rebels to a rising generation of leaders – how looking squarely at where America has
gone wrong only makes it more essential to fight for what America is supposed to be – for
itself, and for the entire world.
Addressed to the Inhabitants of America, on the Following Interesting Subjects, viz.: I. Of the
Origin and Design of Government in General, with Concise Remarks on the English Constitution.
II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession. III. Thoughts on the Present State of American
Affairs. IV. Of the Present Ability of America, with some Miscellaneous Reflections
The provocative and authoritative history of the origins of Christian America in the New Deal
era We're often told that the United States is, was, and always has been a Christian nation. But
in One Nation Under God, historian Kevin M. Kruse reveals that the belief that America is
fundamentally and formally Christian originated in the 1930s. To fight the "slavery" of FDR's
New Deal, businessmen enlisted religious activists in a campaign for "freedom under God" that
culminated in the election of their ally Dwight Eisenhower in 1952. The new president
revolutionized the role of religion in American politics. He inaugurated new traditions like the
National Prayer Breakfast, as Congress added the phrase "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance
and made "In God We Trust" the country's first official motto. Church membership soon soared to
an all-time high of 69 percent. Americans across the religious and political spectrum agreed
that their country was "one nation under God." Provocative and authoritative, One Nation Under
God reveals how an unholy alliance of money, religion, and politics created a false origin story
that continues to define and divide American politics to this day.
An Agenda for the Nation What are the biggest issues facing the country as Donald Trump and the
GOP-led 115th Congress take office? Any new administration faces a myriad of issues and problems
it must take on as it ascends to power. In this volume, Brookings scholars and others offer
their solutions, from Ben Bernanke and Richard Bush to Richard Reeves and Dayna Matthew, from
Bob Reischauer and Alice Rivlin to Robert Kagan and Elaine Kamarck, to Belle Sawhill, Doug
Elmendorf, David Wessel, Bill Galston, and Carol Graham, as well as many others. These powerful
essays engage and inform readers on a variety of timely, crucial issues that affect the present
and the future of the United States. Much of the focus is on the threatened middle-class dream
in America. On the domestic front, Brookings scholars tackle topics ranging from health care and
jobs to economic opportunity and trade policy, to criminal justice and infrastructure. The
alliance system, relationships with China and Mexico, nuclear weapons, terrorism, and the
ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan, Syria, and Iraq are among the foreign policies issues
addressed.
The Plan
A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North America
Americans After the American Century
Big Ideas for America
Last Best Hope
The Book That Changed America
The Abandonment of the West
The definitive history of America’s greatest incubator of innovation and the birthplace of some of the 20th century’s most influential technologies
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“Filled with colorful characters and inspiring lessons . . . The Idea Factory explores one of the most critical issues of our time: What causes
innovation?” —Walter Isaacson, The New York Times Book Review “Compelling . . . Gertner's book offers fascinating evidence for those seeking
to understand how a society should best invest its research resources.” —The Wall Street Journal From its beginnings in the 1920s until its demise in
the 1980s, Bell Labs-officially, the research and development wing of AT&T-was the biggest, and arguably the best, laboratory for new ideas in the
world. From the transistor to the laser, from digital communications to cellular telephony, it's hard to find an aspect of modern life that hasn't been
touched by Bell Labs. In The Idea Factory, Jon Gertner traces the origins of some of the twentieth century's most important inventions and delivers a
riveting and heretofore untold chapter of American history. At its heart this is a story about the life and work of a small group of brilliant and eccentric
men-Mervin Kelly, Bill Shockley, Claude Shannon, John Pierce, and Bill Baker-who spent their careers at Bell Labs. Today, when the drive to invent
has become a mantra, Bell Labs offers us a way to enrich our understanding of the challenges and solutions to technological innovation. Here, after all,
was where the foundational ideas on the management of innovation were born.
A New Republic Best Book of the Year The Globalist Top Books of the Year Winner of the Maine Literary Award for Non-fiction
Particularly relevant in understanding who voted for who in this presidential election year, this is an endlessly fascinating look at American regionalism
and the eleven “nations” that continue to shape North America According to award-winning journalist and historian Colin Woodard, North
America is made up of eleven distinct nations, each with its own unique historical roots. In American Nations he takes readers on a journey through
the history of our fractured continent, offering a revolutionary and revelatory take on American identity, and how the conflicts between them have
shaped our past and continue to mold our future. From the Deep South to the Far West, to Yankeedom to El Norte, Woodard (author of American
Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good) reveals how each region continues to uphold its
distinguishing ideals and identities today, with results that can be seen in the composition of the U.S. Congress or on the county-by-county election
maps of any hotly contested election in our history.
The preeminent historian of the American Revolution explains why it remains the most significant event in our history. More than almost any other
nation in the world, the United States began as an idea. For this reason, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Gordon S. Wood believes that the American
Revolution is the most important event in our history, bar none. Since American identity is so fluid and not based on any universally shared heritage,
we have had to continually return to our nation's founding to understand who we are. In The Idea of America, Wood reflects on the birth of
American nationhood and explains why the revolution remains so essential. In a series of elegant and illuminating essays, Wood explores the
ideological origins of the revolution-from ancient Rome to the European Enlightenment-and the founders' attempts to forge an American
democracy. As Wood reveals, while the founders hoped to create a virtuous republic of yeoman farmers and uninterested leaders, they instead gave
birth to a sprawling, licentious, and materialistic popular democracy. Wood also traces the origins of American exceptionalism to this period,
revealing how the revolutionary generation, despite living in a distant, sparsely populated country, believed itself to be the most enlightened people on
earth. The revolution gave Americans their messianic sense of purpose-and perhaps our continued propensity to promote democracy around the
world-because the founders believed their colonial rebellion had universal significance for oppressed peoples everywhere. Yet what may seem like
audacity in retrospect reflected the fact that in the eighteenth century republicanism was a truly radical ideology-as radical as Marxism would be in the
nineteenth-and one that indeed inspired revolutionaries the world over. Today there exists what Wood calls a terrifying gap between us and the
founders, such that it requires almost an act of imagination to fully recapture their era. Because we now take our democracy for granted, it is nearly
impossible for us to appreciate how deeply the founders feared their grand experiment in liberty could evolve into monarchy or dissolve into
licentiousness. Gracefully written and filled with insight, The Idea of America helps us to recapture the fears and hopes of the revolutionary generation
and its attempts to translate those ideals into a working democracy. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s smash Broadway musical Hamilton has sparked new
interest in the Revolutionary War and the Founding Fathers. In addition to Alexander Hamilton, the production also features George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Aaron Burr, Lafayette, and many more. Look for Gordon's new book, Friends Divided.
The New York Times bestselling author of The Case for Trump explains the decline and fall of the once cherished idea of American citizenship.
Human history is full of the stories of peasants, subjects, and tribes. Yet the concept of the “citizen” is historically rare—and was among
America’s most valued ideals for over two centuries. But without shock treatment, warns historian Victor Davis Hanson, American citizenship as we
have known it may soon vanish. In The Dying Citizen, Hanson outlines the historical forces that led to this crisis. The evisceration of the middle class
over the last fifty years has made many Americans dependent on the federal government. Open borders have undermined the idea of allegiance to a
particular place. Identity politics have eradicated our collective civic sense of self. And a top-heavy administrative state has endangered personal
liberty, along with formal efforts to weaken the Constitution. As in the revolutionary years of 1848, 1917, and 1968, 2020 ripped away our
complacency about the future. But in the aftermath, we as Americans can rebuild and recover what we have lost. The choice is ours.
The Ideas That Made America: A Brief History
The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin
The North American Idea
The Next America
How America Went Haywire: A 500-Year History
A New History of an Old Idea
The Idea Factory
The Idea of Latin America is a geo-political manifesto which insists on the need to leave behind an idea which belonged to
the nation-building mentality of nineteenth-century Europe. Charts the history of the concept of Latin America from its
emergence in Europe in the second half of the nineteenth century through various permutations to the present day. Asks
what is at stake in the survival of an idea which subdivides the Americas. Reinstates the indigenous peoples and
migrations excluded by the image of a homogenous Latin America with defined borders. Insists on the pressing need to
leave behind an idea which belonged to the nation-building mentality of nineteenth-century Europe.
In nineteenth-century Britain, the effects of democracy in America were seen to spread from Congress all the way down to
the personal habits of its citizens. Bringing together political theorists, historians, and literary scholars, this volume
explores the idea of American democracy in nineteenth-century Britain. The essays span the period from Independence to
the First World War and trace an intellectual history of Anglo-American relations during that period. Leading scholars
trace the hopes and fears inspired by the American model of democracy in the works of commentators, including Thomas
Paine, Mary Wollstonecraft, Alexis de Tocqueville, Charles Dickens, John Stuart Mill, Richard Cobden, Charles Dilke,
Matthew Arnold, Henry James and W. T. Stead. By examining the context of debates about American democracy and
notions of ‘culture’, citizenship, and race, the collection sheds fresh light on well-documented moments of British political
history, such as the Reform Acts, the Abolition of Slavery Act, and the Anti-Corn Law agitation. The volume also explores
the ways in which British Liberalism was shaped by the American example and draws attention to the importance of print
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culture in furthering radical political dialogue between the two nations. As the comprehensive introduction makes clear,
this collection makes an important contribution to transatlantic studies and our growing sense of a nineteenth-century
modernity shaped by an Atlantic exchange. It is an essential reference point for all interested in the history of the idea of
democracy, its political evolution, and its perceived cultural consequences.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The single most important explanation, and the fullest explanation, of how Donald
Trump became president of the United States . . . nothing less than the most important book that I have read this
year.”—Lawrence O’Donnell How did we get here? In this sweeping, eloquent history of America, Kurt Andersen shows
that what’s happening in our country today—this post-factual, “fake news” moment we’re all living through—is not
something new, but rather the ultimate expression of our national character. America was founded by wishful dreamers,
magical thinkers, and true believers, by hucksters and their suckers. Fantasy is deeply embedded in our DNA. Over the
course of five centuries—from the Salem witch trials to Scientology to the Satanic Panic of the 1980s, from P. T. Barnum
to Hollywood and the anything-goes, wild-and-crazy sixties, from conspiracy theories to our fetish for guns and obsession
with extraterrestrials—our love of the fantastic has made America exceptional in a way that we've never fully
acknowledged. From the start, our ultra-individualism was attached to epic dreams and epic fantasies—every citizen was
free to believe absolutely anything, or to pretend to be absolutely anybody. With the gleeful erudition and tell-it-like-it-is
ferocity of a Christopher Hitchens, Andersen explores whether the great American experiment in liberty has gone off the
rails. Fantasyland could not appear at a more perfect moment. If you want to understand Donald Trump and the culture of
twenty-first-century America, if you want to know how the lines between reality and illusion have become dangerously
blurred, you must read this book. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE SAN FRANCISCO
CHRONICLE “This is a blockbuster of a book. Take a deep breath and dive in.”—Tom Brokaw “[An] absorbing, must-read
polemic . . . a provocative new study of America’s cultural history.”—Newsday “Compelling and totally unnerving.”—The
Village Voice “A frighteningly convincing and sometimes uproarious picture of a country in steep, perhaps terminal
decline that would have the founding fathers weeping into their beards.”—The Guardian “This is an important book—the
indispensable book—for understanding America in the age of Trump.”—Walter Isaacson, #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Leonardo da Vinci
The incredible true story of a boy living in war-torn Somalia who escapes to America--first by way of the movies; years
later, through a miraculous green card. Abdi Nor Iftin first fell in love with America from afar. As a child, he learned
English by listening to American pop artists like Michael Jackson and watching films starring action heroes like Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Sporting American clothes and dance moves, he became known around Mogadishu as Abdi American,
but when the radical Islamist group al-Shabaab rose to power in 2006, it suddenly became dangerous to celebrate
Western culture. Desperate to make a living, Abdi used his language skills to post secret dispatches online, which found
an audience of worldwide listeners. But as life in Somalia grew more dangerous, Abdi was left with no choice but to flee to
Kenya as a refugee. In an amazing stroke of luck, Abdi won entrance to the U.S. in the annual visa lottery, though his
route to America--filled with twists and turns and a harrowing sequence of events that nearly stranded him in Nairobi--did
not come easily. Now a proud resident of Maine, on the path to citizenship, Abdi Nor Iftin's dramatic, deeply stirring
memoir is truly a story for our time- a vivid reminder of why western democracies still beckon to those looking to make a
better life.
The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America
Renewing the American Idea
One Nation Under God
Call Me American
Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation
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